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Some time ago we were informed that “one of our New York CPA members has a 
couple daughters who are CPAs. It might make a good story.” Upon investigation, we 
discovered an entire family of accountants. We believe all our readers will be interested.
Why not choose accounting? Many ask— 
and the answers are varied. In the greater 
New York area is a family that obviously an­
swered “Why not!”
Would you believe—a family of six, in 
which five are practicing accountants? And 
the sixth is a high school student who is 
taking a course in accounting.
The family includes Philip B. Kravitz, CPA, 
and Dorothy S. Kravitz, CPA—senior partners 
in Kravitz & Kravitz, CPAs— and their daugh­
ters, Eileen Brenner, CPA, Sharon Bloom, 
Gail, and Bobin. Dorothy and Philip Kravitz 
have a prosperous accounting practice in 
Great Neck on Long Island. Combining their 
office and their home at one location perhaps 
helped them squeeze so much into each day 
—for both have been active in professional 
societies and civic organizations, have taught 
accounting, and have raised four charming 
daughters who appear to be following in their 
parents’ footsteps.
Their oldest daughter, Eileen (Mrs. Robert 
Brenner), a graduate of New York University, 
is a CPA with a small daughter. Working part 
time while she adjusts to motherhood, Eileen is 
considering specializing in estate taxation.
Daughter Sharon (Mrs. Arnold Bloom) is a 
graduate of Adelphi University. Sharon has 
passed three parts of the CPA exam. Now the 
mother of two small children, she has started, 
on a small scale, her own accounting practice. 
According to her mother, Sharon manages her 
accounts very well.
Daughter No. 3 is Gail, who graduated from 
Boston University and is employed as a senior 
assistant by Haskins & Sells in New York. She 
took the November 1971 CPA exam and is 
now waiting for the results. Gail was recently 
appointed an associate editor of “600 Minutes,” 
the H & S New York Office monthly publica­
tion.
All three of 17-year-old Robin’s sisters ma­
jored in accounting in college. We can only 
guess that Robin, now a high school senior, 
will also major in accounting. Their mother, 
Dorothy, indicated that “we suggested taking 
accounting in the high school they attended. 
They liked it very much and received very high 
grades in it so they continued the courses into 
college.”
Accounting has been a part of the Kravitz’ 
life since college days at St. John’s University 
in Brooklyn. Both Dorothy and Phil majored 
in accounting; it was Phil who inspired Doro­
thy to go into accounting. Dorothy worked as 
a bookkeeper during her college days.
They married just after graduation and both 
worked in small CPA firms to gain the necessary 
experience—Dorothy without salary (for jobs 
were hard to find and females definitely did 
not get first preference!). They soon estab­
lished the accounting practice which had be­
gun earlier with some accounts while they were 
still in college. Dorothy realized that she had 
a particular interest in taxes and has special­
ized in that area. Phil is the “generalist” of 
the firm with skills in all areas.
Dorothy continued to work during the years 
of raising their family. Both Dorothy and Phil 
shared in such daily tasks as cooking, child 
care and discipline, etc; two incomes made do­
mestic help financially feasible; four “devoted 
parents” helped to solve child care problems 
when the tax season descended. Obviously 
having their office right at home saved many 
precious hours each week. Perhaps more im­
portant—they have exhibited great teamwork 
and the desire to share a profession as well as 
a family life. As Dorothy indicated, “When 
one has a definite goal in mind, one can over­
look minor problems.”
All the Kravitz girls have worked in the 
family business—during summer vacations, tax 
times, between jobs—whenever they were 
needed. Most started working in Kravitz & 
Kravitz when they were 13; they were paid 
well and knew they could quit if they found 
it too difficult to work for their parents.
Dorothy and Phil find time—somehow!—to 
play bridge (a particular favorite of theirs), to 
golf, to travel, and to be exceedingly active in 
civic, professional, and church activities. They 
like working together and “we still enjoy our 
evenings together with the same friends, hob­
bies, and family.”
They share their knowledge with others 
beyond their family and their clients. Both 
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have taught accounting courses (for the small 
business man, the professional man, the non­
accountant) and taxation in the adult educa­
tion courses in their hometown of Great Neck. 
In addition, Phil has been Professor of Ac­
counting at Columbia University and Long 
Island University. And both have been speak­
ers at various career conferences for both col­
lege and high school students.
Among her many civic activities, Dorothy 
is currently the Treasurer of the local chapter 
of Women’s American ORT. She served for 
five years on the Executive Committee of the 
Great Neck March of Dimes. Dorothy has 
served on the Executive Board of the Nassau- 
Suffolk Chapter of the New York Society of 
CPAs, as well as on the taxation committee and 
as chairman of the committee on cooperation 
with educational institutions.
Phil’s activities almost boggle the mind. He 
has been extremely active on many committees 
of AICPA, the New York Society of CPAs, 
and the local chapter of the New York 
Society. In addition, he is a dedicated and 
a very active member (currently District 
Treasurer) of Rotary International (a nine- 
year perfect attendance record should be evi­
dence enough!), of the Knights of Pythias, and 
of the Great Neck Chamber of Commerce. He 
has served on the local selective service board 
and the Office of Price Administration. Small 
wonder that he was Great Neck’s “Citizen of 
the Year” in 1962!
Gail has indicated that some people think 
her family is “strange” or “weird;” but she said 
that “if I had to do it all over again, I would 
have it just as it is today.” We find this great 
assurance that this family truly enjoys its 
collective profession of accounting.
Does accounting appeal to all ages? Can 
a woman combine marriage and career? If she 
does so, is there time for anything else? We 
do believe the Kravitz family has answered 
these questions with a very definite “yes.”
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